
 

  

Amendments to the Rules of Casino Table Games - Division 2 Blackjack 
 
Pursuant to section 367 of the Gambling Act 2003 the following amendments to Division 2     
of the Rules of Casino Table Games (Blackjack) were prescribed on 18 March 2013. 
 
These amendments take effect from the day after notification in the New Zealand Gazette. 
 
Division 2 – Blackjack 
 
1.  The new heading "Section 15C Any Pairs Wagers" is inserted into the list of contents, to appear 

after the existing heading "Section 15B Perfect Pairs Wager". 
 
2. The new headings "Section 18 Ante Up Blackjack" and "Section 19 Blackjack +" are inserted into 

the list of contents, to appear after the existing heading "Section 17 Blackjack (Style A)". 
 
3.  The new heading "Appendix 5 Blackjack Table Layout with Any Pairs Wager Option" is 
 inserted at the end of the list of contents. 
 
4.  The following definitions of "Ante", "Ante Up Blackjack", "Any Pair", "Any Pairs Wager", 

"Blackjack +", "Blackjack  Style A" and "Five and Under" are inserted alphabetically into rule 1.0
 Interpretation: 

   
""Ante" means a flat rate participation fee of not more than 12.5% of the table minimum 
wager payable to the casino operator and used in a game of Ante Up Blackjack in 
accordance with section 18;" 
 
""Ante Up Blackjack" means a version of blackjack conducted in accordance with section 
18;" 
 
""Any Pair" has the same meaning as "Pair" as defined in this section;" 
 
""Any Pairs Wager" means an optional, additional wager which may be made by a player 
in accordance with section 15C;" 
 
""Blackjack +" means a version of blackjack conducted in accordance with section 19;" 
 
""Blackjack Style A" means a version of blackjack conducted in accordance with section 
17;" 
 
""Five and Under" means any player hand that consists of 5 cards totalling less than 21 in 
a game of Blackjack +;" 

 
5. Rule 3.2(c) is deleted and replaced with the following: 

 
"(c)  be marked in a manner substantially similar to that shown in 

appendix 1 or appendix 2 or appendix 3 or appendix 4 or appendix 5 
(with up to 9 boxes);" 
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6. The sentence "Winning Any Pairs wagers shall be paid in accordance with rule 15C.8" is inserted 
at the end of rule 5.4. 

 
7. Rule 5.6 is deleted and replaced with the following: 

 
"5.6  Except as expressly permitted by these rules, once an optional wager (being an 

insurance, Super Sevens, Madness 21, Perfect Pairs, Any Pairs, double down or split 
pairs wager) has been made and has been confirmed by the dealer, no player shall 
handle, alter or withdraw such wager until a decision has been made and implemented 
with respect to it, and no dealer or other person shall permit any player to do so." 

 
8. Rule 15B.1A is inserted: 
 

"15B.1A Where the casino operator chooses to offer players the opportunity to place Perfect 
Pairs wagers at a table, it shall not offer players the opportunity to place Any Pairs 
wagers in accordance with section 15C at that same table." 

 
9. Section 15C is inserted: 

 
"15C Any Pairs Wagers 
 
15C.1 The casino operator may, at its discretion, offer the players the opportunity to place 

Any Pairs wagers in accordance with this section. 
 
15C.2 Where the casino operator chooses to offer players the opportunity to place Any Pairs 

wagers at a table, it shall not offer players the opportunity to place Perfect Pairs 
wagers in accordance with section 15B at that same table. 

 
15C.3 Where the option is offered and the game is played at a table with a layout cloth 

marked in a manner similar to that shown in appendix 5, any player may elect to place 
an Any Pairs wager at the time of placement of his/her initial wager as provided in rule 
5.1. The Any Pairs wager shall be placed in the designated area of the layout, as 
shown in appendix 5,  which corresponds to the box in which the initial wager was 
placed. 

 
15C.4 The Any Pairs wager shall be placed before any cards in the round of play are dealt. 
 
15C.5 The amount of an Any Pairs wager shall be that displayed on the sign at the table 

indicating the wager limits applying at the table. 
 
15C.6  An Any Pairs wager shall win if the first two cards dealt to the player are a pair, and 

lose if the first two cards do not comprise a pair. 
 
15C.7  At the completion of the initial deal, the dealer shall pay the winning and collect the 

losing Any Pairs wagers in accordance with approved procedures. 
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15C.8 Winning Any Pairs wagers shall be paid in accordance with either Pay Scale One or 
Pay Scale Two as follows: 

 
 Pay Scale One 
 Any Pair   11 to 1 
 
 Pay Scale Two 
 Any Pair   10 to 1 
 

15C.9 The casino operator shall display which pay scale under rule 15C.8 is in operation." 
 

10. Rule 16.6 is deleted and replaced with the following: 
 

"16.6  If a player who has made an initial wager in accordance with rule 5.1 or rule 19.2 is not 
present to act on that hand, and there is no other player who is entitled to make any 
decision with regard to the hand, the casino operator may direct that further cards be 
dealt to the player’s hand until the hand has a point total of 12 or more." 

 
11. Section 18.0 is inserted after section 17.0: 

 
"18.0 Ante Up Blackjack 
 
18.1 Where Ante Up Blackjack is adopted, the approved rules of blackjack will apply and 

where Blackjack Style A is also adopted, the approved rules of Blackjack Style A will 
also apply except where those rules are inconsistent with the rules of Ante Up 
Blackjack in which case the rules of Ante Up Blackjack will prevail. 

 
18.2 The layout cloth covering the Ante Up Blackjack table shall, in addition to the 

inscriptions specified in rule 3.2 have areas designated for the placement of wagers 
and the Ante. 

 
18.3 The amount of the Ante shall be that displayed on the sign at the table indicating the 

minimum and maximum wager limits for the table. 
 
18.4 The casino operator may at its discretion waive payment of the Ante where the initial 

wager meets or exceeds a value prescribed by the operator and displayed on the sign 
referred to in rule 18.3. 

 
18.5 Subject to rule 18.4, before the first card is dealt in a round, each player shall make a 

wager against the dealer and place any accompanying Ante. 
 
18.6 The Ante shall be collected by the dealer and placed in the float tray subsequent to the 

initial deal. 
 
18.7 If it is discovered that cards have been dealt to a wagering area without an Ante, any 

wager in that wagering area shall be void and the cards in that hand shall be counted 
and placed in the discard rack and the game shall continue." 
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12. Section 19.0 is inserted after section 18.0: 
 

"19.0 Blackjack +  
 
19.1 Where Blackjack + is adopted, the approved rules of blackjack will apply and where 

Blackjack Style A is also adopted, the approved rules of Blackjack Style A will also 
apply except where those rules are inconsistent with the rules of Blackjack + in which 
case the rules of Blackjack + will prevail. 

 
19.2 Before the first card is dealt in a round, each player shall make a wager against the 

dealer which shall: 
 

(a)  win if the player’s point total is 21; 
 
(b) win if the player’s point total exceeds the dealer’s without either exceeding 21; 
 
(c) win if the player’s point total is less than 21 and the dealer exceeds 22; 
 
(d) win if the player has a Blackjack; 
 
(e) win if the player has a Five and Under; 
 
(f)  lose if the player’s point total exceeds 21; 
 
(g)  lose if the dealer’s point total exceeds the player’s without either exceeding 21; 
 
(h) except as provided in subparagraphs (a), (d) and (e) constitute a stand off if the 

player’s point total is the same as the dealer’s; and 
 
(i) constitute a stand off in respect of all remaining wagers on the layout if the 

dealer’s point total is 22. 
 

19.3 All winning wagers made in accordance with rule 19.2 shall be paid at odds of 1 to 1 
with the exception of blackjack which shall be paid in accordance with the odds 
specified on the layout. 

 
19.4 If a player has a blackjack, the dealer shall on completion of the initial deal pay the 

blackjack in accordance with the odds specified on the layout and remove the player’s 
cards to the discard rack before any further cards are dealt, regardless of the value of 
the dealer’s first card. 

 
19.5 If a player has achieved a point total of 21 or a Five and Under, the dealer will pay the 

wager at even money and remove the player’s cards to the discard rack before any 
further cards are dealt, regardless of the value of the dealer’s first card. 

 
19.6 Where the dealer’s first card is an ace, a player who has a blackjack is not permitted to 

place an insurance wager. 
 

19.7 A player cannot draw additional cards to his/her hand, once that hand has five cards. 
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13. Appendix 5 is inserted to the end of the rules: 
 

Appendix 5 
Blackjack Table Layout with Any Pairs Wager Option 

 
 
 


